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A Region 

Shaped by Water
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Serving a Vibrant 
Region

• Established in 1944

• 23 member agencies

• 3.3 million people

• $268 billion economy
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FY 2023 Water Use by Sector
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A Diverse Supply
Reducing dependence on imported water

29%

Local Water 

Supply

71%

Colorado River

<1%

State Water Project



6

1990s Sparked Change
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Strategic Investments in Supply Reliability
$3 Billion in new infrastructure since 2000

QSA Water Transfer 
& Canal Linings

Water-Use Efficiency 
Investments

Twin Oaks Valley Water 
Treatment Plant

Potable Water Reuse 
& Purple PipePipeline Relining

Local Surface Water 
Storage

Carlsbad Seawater 
Desalination
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Conserved Water Supplies
Quantification Settlement Agreement (QSA)

All-American and Coachella 
canal lining projects

Conserved agricultural runoff 
and water transfer agreements
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Infrastructure Upgrades Protect Region

The San Vicente Dam Raise, completed in 2014, produced the 
largest increase in water storage in San Diego County History.
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Carlsbad Desalination Plant

The Carlsbad Desalination Plant is the largest 

seawater desalination plant in the nation. 
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Potable Reuse Projects



12

Results of Supply Diversification
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Conservation: San Diego County’s Way of Life
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Water Savings Continue
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Climate Whiplash

After multiple years of drought, 2023 brought 
above average precipitation, raising reservoir 
levels statewide.

. 
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Mitigating Pressures

that Challenge Rates
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 The Future of Water 
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Water Authority Focus Areas for 2024

Affordability Workforce Colorado River
Infrastructure 
Maintenance



SanDiegoCountyWaterAuthority

@sdcwa

@sdcwa

Thank You! 
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